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Recognizing the Physical and Climatic Characteristics of Central Africa 

Central Africa’s many rivers are a source of life for the people of the region. These
countries lie on or near the Equator. Because of this location, they have mostly warm 
climates. 

DIRECTIONS: Circle the Correct Answers Review the physical and climate maps of 
Central Africa in your textbook. Use what you learn to complete the activity. Circle the 
answer that best completes each sentence.

1. (Zaire  Cameroon) has one of the world’s largest rain forest areas.

2. Lake (Kivu  Tanganyika) in Zaire is the world’s longest freshwater lake.

3. The Central African countries lie deep in the middle of Africa, just north of the 

(Equator  Tropic of Cancer).

4. Cameroon has a coastline on the (Gulf of Guinea  Zaire River).

5. Thick rain forests crossed by rivers cover most of (Gabon  São Tomé and Príncipe).

6. In northern (Congo  Zaire), a large swampy area lies along the Ubangi River.

7. (Gabon  Equatorial Guinea) consists of a small mainland territory and five islands.

8. São Tomé and Príncipe lies on a chain of (inactive volcanoes  rain forests).

9. (The Central African Republic  Gabon) is on a plateau bordered on both sides by basins.

10. Savannas cross the northern and southern parts of (Congo  Zaire).
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Central Africa: Activity 2 Central Africa: Activity 2 

Understanding the Cultural and Economic Features of Central Africa

The people of the Central African countries belong to various ethnic groups. These
countries also differ in natural resources and economic activities.

DIRECTIONS: Complete a Table Read each descriptive phrase below the table. Each 
item applies to a Central African country. Write the letter of each phrase in the appropriate 
box or boxes.

A. islands first settled by Portuguese in 1470 H. rain forests with more than 750 kinds of trees

B. landlocked country with limited natural resources I. the Fang ethnic group

C. the Kongo and Bateke ethnic groups J. Bioko is its largest island

D. world leader in mining industrial diamonds K. has a population of about 130,000

E. high quality lumber and oil reserves L. most people on Atlantic coast near Brazzaville

F. a Spanish colony until 1968 M. resources of oil, bauxite, and forest products

G. ships cash crops like bananas from coastal ports N. diamond mining the only important industry
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CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC FEATURES OF CENTRAL AFRICA
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