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The past few weeks I have reviewed the behaviorist, cognitive, and humanist

learning theories.  I can see all three theories being part of my middle school classroom,

but I feel most adult education courses I have had in recent years are humanistic.  There

is a need for all of the theories, and they essentially tie together and even build and

expand on one another in many ways.

The Vella text has had my attention as of late, and I am fascinated by her ability

to explain and detail quantum thinking.  The examples of people working together and

learning together are ideal, and I wish for the same situations in the courses I am taking,

will take, and will teach.  My thoughts have been focused on this course and how we as

students could teach each other so much more, but I wonder if distance and the online

situation are the main hindrance to our breaking past the formality of online learning.

This would be a proximity challenge, that cannot be solved, but is a component that has

an impact in online learning.  To tie it into Vella’s twelve principles, I feel it is as if we

are lacking in sound relationships.  How can one develop a relationship at a distance?

This has to be one of the most challenging aspects in online education.  I think we as

students have a responsibility to develop these relationships, but it is not a familiar

situation.

My first online courses were last fall, and I had to adjust to a feeling of isolation

even though I had great dialogue with my instructors and fellow students.  This spring I

have a better comfort level, but something is dawning on me that seems peculiar but will

probably be a reality.  I am working toward a Master’s of Science in Instructional



Technology degree that I can obtain entirely online via the University of Wyoming.  I

have not yet had a voice-to-voice conversation with a fellow student or faculty member

and may not have very many in the future.  Chances are highly probable that I may never

have a face-to-face meeting with these people:  the people who I am learning with and

from in so many ways!

Nevertheless, as I consider and reflect on Vella’s points I can see that even though

we may never meet face to face, the principles Vella outlines are basic fundamentals of

adult learning.  They move beyond people memorizing facts and figures to people

working together to decide why and what they need to know, and how they are going to

find out.  In the online setting I believe the times I have learned the most was during

times of debate in the threads.  This makes me think of Vella’s reference to the poet

William Blake:  “Opposition is true friendship.”  I wonder if that is a key to developing a

sound online relationship:  sharing true and honest feelings about various topics that can

be part of the rhetoric of argument?  I don’t know if I have reached that in this course.

I’m not saying we all have to disagree in order to learn, but I wonder if we are really

sharing with each other like we could or need to.  Are we asking the right questions or

challenging each other to think beyond the typical online posts?  Probably not, but we can

improve if we can develop sound relationships in some way.  Will we?  Time will tell,

but it is running out quickly!


