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In doing the Milestone Exercise from Unit 3 I see a huge flurry of things from the late

80s to early 90s.  I graduated from high school in 1984, and began my career as a student,

rancher, maintenance worker, carpet cleaner, whatever job I could get to help me survive period.

I did serve a mission for my church starting in February 1985 for 18 months that was a very

beneficial and meaningful time in my life.  I was “pulling up roots” and definitely doing what I

thought I should at certain points in the 1980s.  I think I entered the “Catch 30” stage a bit early

in my life in that I got the urge to do what I wanted rather than what I thought I should!  I went

through personal turmoil trying to establish myself in the family ranch operation, but upon

meeting my future wife in the late 1980s I gained some focus.

I was married in 1990, received my Bachelor of Science in Education degree in 1993, my

children were born – Hannah in 1992, Charles 1996, Ronan 1998, Nicholas 2000, and Heather

2003.  I got my first teaching job in 1994, and had a few special mentors during the 90s. I call it

my family/beginning career time. The major feeling was one of new beginnings, my whole life

was ahead of me, and the opportunities were unlimited. Then I have a cluster in the late 90s and

early 00s (21st century I guess), I call it my career/transition time. This includes more children

that I have already noted, and I am entering a midlife transition time where I find myself as a

mentor. During these two particular periods I have many people that stand out in the early 80s

and 90s: my mentors, but now those that stand out are people that are younger than myself:



people I am mentoring. As far as particular learning experiences, I would say I am learning a lot

more about myself in my current situation than I ever have before.

The life changing experiences that I have encountered are basically general things that

have taken place in my life; however, I think that my mother’s heart attack in 1998 was a major

turning point in that I had to make several decisions concerning her health and welfare.  I had

just moved back home, near my parents, and started a new job.  Dianna and I were expecting a

new baby around the same time, and it was a challenging experience.  To make matters worse,

my oldest daughter, who was in Kindergarten at the time, went through a horrible experience on

a school bus.  I ended up in a battle with school administrators over the event that was made

more complicated because I was also an employee.  This chain of events dominated my life for

the next 6 years.  I struggled to accept the unethical, incompetent, and illegal things that

happened to my family, especially my daughter, and sought justice.  In the end, justice was not

served, and I only became a hateful person!  Only in the last year have I come to terms with this

time period, and at least cast some events aside that I cannot change or remedy.  My quest to get

a master’s degree has me occupied now, and I think that it has been quite healthy for me.  My

focus is to provide better opportunities for my family, and myself, and my only regret is that I

didn’t start sooner!


